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Esther 

by Dempsey Collins 

 

Historical Background 

 Israel’s retention of the land was conditional on faithfulness (Joshua 23:15, 16).  Israel broke the 

covenant and brought severe consequences upon themselves (II Chron. 36).  The fall of Jerusalem came in 

separate invasions by the Chaldeans (606, 597, and 586 B.C.).   

 

 The fall of Babylon came in 539 B.C. at the hand of the Medes and Persians with the Persians 

playing the dominant role (Daniel 5). 

 

 In 536 B.C. Cyrus the Persian authorized the Jews to return to their homeland and rebuild their 

temple and city (Jer. 29:10, Isa. 44:28, Ezra 1). 

 

 The events in Esther occurred while the Persians were still in rule.  It begins in the third year of 

King Ahasuerus (1:3). 

 

Date 

 The events of the book begin the third year of the reign of Ahasuerus and include about 10 years 

(483-473 B.C.).  The events in biblical chronology fit between chapters 6 and 7 of Ezra. 

 

 Ezra 6:1 speaks of the reign of King Darius I and 7:1 mentions the reign of Artaxerxes.  Xerxes is 

the son of Darius and father of Artaxerxes. 

 

Purpose 

1. Esther records the amazing deliverance of God’s people during the reign of Xerxes and reveals 

how this deliverance was to be remembered, i.e., through the feast of Purim.  Outside of Esther the 

earliest reference to the feast of Purim is II Mac. 15:36.  The word “Purim” means “lots” and refers 

to the casting of lots by Haman to determine the day of the slaughter of the Jews (9:26-31, 3:7).  

The feast of Purim continues to be celebrated by the Jews each year on the 13th & 14th of Adar 

corresponding to our February-March. 
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2. The sovereignty and providence of God are evident throughout the book.  Though the name of God 

is nowhere to be found in the book, God’s hand of providence and protection on behalf of His 

people is seen in every chapter. 

1:19 Vashti’s dethronement 

2:4 The decision to find a new queen in the place of Vashti 

2:9 Esther finds favor in the eyes of Hegai the king’s servant 

2:17 Esther is brought forth, the king loves her more than all the others.  Esther becomes the new 

queen. 

2:21 The plot of Bigthan and Teresh to murder Ahasuerus is discovered by Mordecai 

2:23 Mordecai is given credit in the chronicles but not rewarded 

4:1-17 Esther and Mordecai are allowed correspondence 

4:9 Esther learns of the plot of Haman through Mordecai 

4:13, 14 Mordecai gives Esther wise counsel “who knows whether you have attained royalty for 

such a time as this” 

4:16 Esther decides to approach the king at risk of her life “If I perish, I perish” 

5:2 Esther approaches the king and finds favor with Xerxes 

5:4, 5 The king agrees to attend a banquet with Haman also present 

5:8 The king agrees to attend a second banquet with Haman also present 

6:1 The king is restless the night before the banquet and the night before Mordecai is to be hanged 

6:1 He asked for the book of the records to be read to him 

6:3 He learns Mordecai is yet to be rewarded 

6:10 Haman is chosen as the instrument to reward Mordecai 

7:6 Ahasuerus is sympathetic to Esther’s dilemma 

7:8 Ahasuerus enters the room and sees Haman “falling on the couch where Esther was” 

7:10 Haman is hung on his own gallows 

8:1 Esther is given the house of Haman 

8:4 Esther again approaches the king and finds favor 

8:11 The Jews are given the right to defend their lives 

9:5 The Jews defeat their enemies and are saved 

10:3 Mordecai is appointed to high office, second only to King Ahasuerus 

 

3. We see God’s providence carried out without overriding the free decisions and actions of the 

people involved.  God’s outworking of His purpose does not eliminate human responsibility to 

“walk by faith”. 
 

“Many expect God to work in their lives in some spectacular fashion.  The modern 

charismatic movement has much of this element in it.  They desire a miraculous, 

sensationalistic experience with the Almighty and are not satisfied when the Holy Ghost 

uses the more mundane vehicle of His word to affect salvation.  Contrast that with how 

the story of Esther describes the way ordinary men and women, through the courage of 

their convictions bring about God’s will, and further the course of His kingdom. 

Esther shows how God’s particular providence for His special people is enacted through 

the ordinary day to day affairs of His world.  God’s will is not always accomplished with 

the splitting of oceans, or the rumbling of mountains or the working of marvelous signs.  

God’s providence is carried out through the law of nature, through the currents of 

history, with the hands of people.” 

                                                                                                                    Steven Brownfield 
 

NOTES & NEWS: 

Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical illnesses. 

“...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”   James 5:16 


