
Evangelist and Editor: 
Volume 12, Issue 3         Dempsey Collins     Jan. 16, 2011 

Listen to PROVE ALL THINGS on 730 AM WKRE, Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:30 

THE MESSENGER 
“... How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!” Romans 10:15 

 

A Weekly Publication of the Christians Meeting at 
2291 Highway Z, Wentzville, Missouri 
Website:  westlakechurchofchrist.org 

Dedicated to the Proclamation of the Truth in the Spirit of Love (Ephesians 4:15) 

 

Date Setters 
by Luther W. Martin 

(3-Part Series) 
 

 Down through the ages, mankind has been curious about when things were going to occur.  
The Jews sought the restoration of a political and military government!  The Israelites developed a 
complicated mathematical scheme in an effort to determine when Messiah would come upon the 
scene, and re-establish the glory and grandeur of their former kingdom.  When the almost total 
devastation of Jerusalem occurred in A.D. 70, and again about A.D. 135, the Jews diminished their 
speculations and calculations concerning the coming Messiah.  (Remember, they did reject Christ!) 
 

 But, it wasn’t long until the Christians began to engage in speculations as to the return of 
Christ.  No doubt some of the faithful had expected or anticipated that Christ would return quite soon, 
in point of time, after his ascension into heaven.  However, as the years continued to pass, some 
obviously began to lose faith; their confidence began to wane.  Some of the Corinthians were 
beginning to doubt and question the resurrection (I Cor. 15:12).  To respond to this doubt, Paul 
devotes most of what has been divided into the 15th Chapter of 1st Corinthians, to a logical discussion, 
designed to restore their confidence in the fact and truth of the resurrection. 
 

 When the Bible reader recognizes what Paul is discussing, he/she will understand that Paul is 
reasoning … “if Christ is not risen, then is our preaching useless” (v. 14); “ … if the dead do not rise, 
then Christ is not risen” (v. 16); “ … if Christ, then, is not risen, your faith is futile” (v. 17).  Now, 
keeping in mind Paul’s argumentation, drop down to v. 29; “Else, what will they do who are baptized 
for the dead, if the dead do not rise?”  Paul simply carried his logic further, pointing out that if Christ 
was still in his grave, then why be baptized into Christ?  I point this out, because the Mormons have 
built up a large body of false teaching of proxy baptism, due to their having completely missed Paul’s 
reasoning to the Corinthians. 
 

 The congregation in Thessalonica was another assembly that was discouraged over the fact that 
Christ has not returned as soon as they had anticipated.  Therefore, Paul writes: “I do not want you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as do the hopeless” … 
“For the coming of the Lord will not precede them which are asleep” (I Thess. 4:13, 15) “Comfort one 
another with these words” (v. 18). 
 

 So, the question was: When shall these things be?  The destruction of the Temple?  The fall of 
Jerusalem?  The 2nd coming of Christ?  The end of time?  The Day of Judgment?  “But of that day and 
hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only” (Matt. 24:36). 
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 These were the questions uppermost in the minds of the disciples.  “’Lord, will You at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ And He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons which 
the Father has put in His own authority’” (Acts 1:6-7). 
 

Sample of Jewish Date Setting! 

 Theudas, about A.D. 44, declared himself to be the Messiah, and some 400 men followed him 
into the desert.  Theudas was beheaded by Roman soldiers and the grisly trophy carried into 
Jerusalem.  Josephus tells of this, and Acts. 5:36 makes a reference.  Any Messianic activity always 
upset the Romans. 
 

 An Egyptian Jew (not named) also caused trouble for the Romans; mentioned in Acts 21:38. 
 

 The Jews anticipated some kind of Messianic activity at the time of the beginning of what they 
termed the fifth millennium.  The closing chapter of IV Ezra, an apocryphal work, specified: “And I 
did so in the seventh year of the sixth week of 5,000 years of the creation, and three months and 
twelve days.” 
 

 Josephus (born 37 A.D.), in his Antiquities, gives an historical account from Creation to 66 
A.D., a period of about 5,000 years.  This represented the views of the Pharisees in the first century 
A.D.  So, with the destruction of Jerusalem (70 A.D.), the Rabbis thought they were in the final cycle 
of the fifth millennium. 
 

 Yohanan ben Zakkai (1st Century, A.D.) thought Hezekiah was the coming Messiah. 
 

 Ben Zakkai (died 80, A.D.) was expecting the Messiah about the time of his death. 
 

 Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus (1st-2nd Century, A.D.) thought that the “days of the Messiah” (Ps. 
95:10), would last forty years.  Generally, before the Bar Kochba (132-135 A.D.) uprising, the Rabbis 
expected the ‘Messianic age’ to be brief.  After Bar Kochba the ‘Messianic age’ became longer in their 
thinking.  This was the last military effort of the Jews against Rome.  The Jews killed many Christians 
who refused to assist them in their revolt. 
 

 Rabbi Jose, the Galilean, a contemporary of both Hyrcanus and Azariah, thought the Messiah 
would come in three generations (60 years), after the destruction; namely, 130 A.D. 
 

 Rabbi Eleazar ben Azariah thought the Messiah would come 70 years after the destruction; 
i.e., 140 A.D. 

Fifth Century Speculations 

 It seems that after the failures in Messianic speculation of the 1st and 2nd centuries, the 
expectations resumed for the fifth century. 

 Rabbi Dosa (2nd-3rd Century, A.D.) said the Messiah would come at the end of 400 years.  This 
was based (?) upon Genesis 15:13. 

 Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi (135-220 A.D.) believed the Messiah would come 365 years after the 
destruction:  i.e., 435 A.D. 

 Rabbi Hanina (3rd Century, A.D.) thought the Messiah would come 400 years after the 
destruction:  i.e., 470 A.D.          

            to be continued 
 
 

Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical illnesses. 

 “...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”   James 5:16 


