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The Cross was an Altar 
by Tim Mize 

 
 The Bible speaks of the death of Christ as a sacrifice.  Jesus Christ “hath given himself for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour” (Eph. 5:2; see also Matt. 26:26, 28; Heb. 9:26; 
10:12; & I Cor. 5:7).  The cross, then, was an altar, and the death of Christ a sacrifice offered to God. 
 
 The death of Christ is our sacrifice to God.  The children of Israel used to bring animals from their 
flocks and grain from their fields to God.  In these offerings they sought and enjoyed fellowship with the 
Lord, and they worshiped, seeking to honor and please him.  We, too, bring a sacrifice to God, but it is not 
one of flocks or fields.  Jesus Christ is our sacrifice, brought to God by him for us. 
 
 This sacrifice is so great and so perfect that it has superseded all others.  The children of Israel had 
to bring their offerings again and again.  Our sacrifice, though, is so perfectly and powerfully effective that 
no other need ever be offered.  “We bring no other to God but this that was offered once for all”  
(Heb. 7:26-27; 9:28; 10:1-2). 
 
 Our sacrifice has been offered only once.  The meal of the sacrifice, though, is eaten again and 
again.  When the children of Israel would sacrifice, they would usually take what was left of the offering 
and eat it as a meal (Deut. 12:7; see also Lev. 7:15-18; I Sam. 1:4-5, 9; I Cor. 10:18).  The yearly Passover, 
for example, was concluded with a meal in which the sacrificed lamb was eaten.  Is our sacrifice, too, one 
that includes a meal?  According to Paul, we have a “table of the Lord” at which we eat the sacrificial meal 
(I Cor. 10:22).  In a manner of speaking, at least, the Lord’s Supper is our meal of the sacrifice. 
 
 We see this, too, in Jesus’ words over the bread: “This is my body which was broken for you”  
(Matt. 26:26).  These words would have evoked the worshipers of old, who would sit down after sacrificing 
with the sacrificed creature before them.  Remember the occasion of these words.  One such sacrificial 
meal, the Passover, was spread on the table.  As they ate the sacrificed lamb, Jesus took the occasion to 
take the bread and say these words.  It was as if he said, “This lamb was sacrificed for you, but this bread is 
my body which is given for you.” 
 
 Jesus did not mean that this bread was his literal body.  He meant that by eating this bread, they 
would symbolically eat the sacrifice.  This supper would be “the meal” for that sacrifice about to be offered 
for them. 
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 Let us understand, then, what we do when we eat.  In eating this supper, we are letting that sacrifice 
be ours.  We are acknowledging it as our own.  We are affirming that the death of Christ is the one sacrifice 
by which we draw near to God, that through it alone we are worshiping him. 
 

��� 
Under His Feet 

by Johnny Felker 
 
 Last year in the British Museum, I was captivated by an Assyrian palace wall relief with the image 
of an Assyrian king with his foot placed on the neck of a prostrate opponent.  As I pondered the scene a 
number of Biblical texts came to mind. 
 
Israel’s Victories 
I remembered the words of Joshua to the men of Israel as he brought out the five kings that had opposed 
Israel in the battle at Gibeon: “Come near, put your feet on the necks of these kings” (Josh. 10:24).  The act 
of putting one’s foot on the enemy’s neck was a symbol of victory and dominion.  The archaeological find 
makes it clear that this custom was common in the ancient world just as the Scripture affirms. 
 
But more importantly, the action was a pledge of success for those who feared and served the Lord.  In 
connection with this symbolic act Joshua encouraged the people, saying, “Do not fear or be dismayed! Be 
strong and courageous, for thus the Lord will do to all your enemies with whom you fight” (Josh. 10:25).  
However, there is a greater spiritual fulfillment of this expression. 
 
Jesus’ Victory 
Understanding this symbol enables us to appreciate the promise that God made concerning the Messiah in 
Old Testament prophecy.  For example, David in the Spirit was given a message from God to the Messiah: 
“The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet’” 
(Ps. 110:1).  Peter explained to the Jews on the day of Pentecost that it was this “promise of the Spirit” that 
Jesus received when he ascended to heaven and sat down at the right hand of God (Acts 2:33-35).  Paul 
likewise affirmed that “He put all things in subjection under His feet” (Eph. 1:22) and that “He must rule 
until all enemies have been put under His feet” (I Cor. 15:25) culminating in the defeat of the last enemy, 
death, at His second coming.  Such statements make it clear that Christ began His rule when He ascended 
to heaven and will continue to rule until all His enemies are conquered.  Their defeat is assured. 
 
Our Victory 
The promise of Jesus’ victory has great assurance for us as well. For if indeed we are citizens of His 
kingdom and soldiers in His army, then His victory is our victory.  If we are strong and courageous in Him, 
we cannot be defeated in fighting the good fight of faith!  No matter how large the foe, no matter how 
skilled the warriors who oppose us, we can, through the power of Christ, overcome and conquer them all!  
They will be put “under our feet”!  
 
 

News and Notes:   

Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical illnesses. 

 “...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”   James 5:16 
 


