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Homosexual by Birth? 
by Ken McDaniel 

 

 In a time when so many are “coming out of the closet” and openly admitting they are 
homosexual, those sympathetic to the cause are conditioning the public to be tolerant. 

 

 We are told and expected to accept that homosexuality is merely an alternate 
lifestyle.  Incriminating expressions are replaced with favorable terminology such as “gay.”  
Those opposed to the practice are pressured to believe they are behind the times, bigoted, 
biased, narrow, uncharitable and foolish for clinging to the “old, decayed ethical codes of 
their parents.”  And any who show signs of disapproval are “tagged,” ridiculed, and 
ostracized. 

 

 These are all means employed to create a tolerant society.  Yet the search continues 
to find more effective ways to win the populace.  Dr. Simon Le Vay of the Salk Institute for 
Biological Studies in San Diego led one of the more recent attempts which proved to be 
very successful. 

 

 Dr. Le Vay contends that homosexuality is not a choice that is made.  It is natural.  He 
affirms that research indicates that “a minute region of the hypothalamus called the 
interstitial nucleus was smaller in male homosexuals than in straight men and similar in 
size to the nucleus of females.”  Le Vay, who is homosexual, concluded, “Biological 
factors…cause the brains of homosexuals to be ‘feminized.’”  (Quotes are from John 
Horgan, Gay Genes, Revisisted.) 

 

 The intent of this claim was to influence the public to accept homosexuals on the 
grounds that they are born that way.  This indeed had an effect on the American people, 
even causing some Christians to question their convictions. 
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 Le Vay’s conclusion was met with acceptance most likely because the seed had 
already been planted in the public’s mind.  In 1993 Dean H. Hamer of the National Cancer 
Institute announced that male homosexuality was linked to a gene on the X chromosome, 
which is inherited exclusively from the mother. 

 

 True or not, both claims served their intended purpose, at least in part.  They 
influenced many to be more open and tolerant to a lifestyle that was proving to be just as 
natural as theirs. 

 

 But did this research prove that “gay people” are homosexual by birth?  John Horgan 
in his publication Gay Genes, Revisited writes of Simon Le Vay’s research, “Recent attempts 
to replicate Dr. Le Vay’s research have failed, perhaps because the brains he studied may 
have been damaged by storage.”  In other words, for a thing to be proven to be scientific 
fact, the same tests must produce the same results over and over again.  Dr. Le Vay’s 
results could not be reproduced once.  Thus his conclusion was scientifically unwarranted. 

 

 Concerning Dean Hamer’s research, John Horgan writes, “One study has 
contradicted his results (and) more disturbingly, he has been charged with research 
improprieties and is now under investigation by the federal Office of Research Integrity.” 

 

 The fact is, it has not been proven that one is homosexual by birth.  Such claims are 
merely the efforts of homosexuals and their sympathizers to condition the public to accept 
a perverted, unnatural practice. 

 

 Unlike Le Vay and Hamer, we do not need to go to the laboratory to warrant our 
conclusion.  We merely need to listen to the Designer and Maker of man who knows 
perfectly what is natural and what is a perversion: “For this reason God gave them up to 
vile passions.  For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature.  
Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one 
another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the 
penalty of their error which was due” (Romans 1:26, 27). 

 

 It is evident that homosexuality is not natural.  It is a practice that is condemned by 
God.  We, therefore, should not allow the reports of unscrupulous men to move us.  Nor 
should we be influenced to be sympathetic to this evil practice.  Homosexual activity is sin.  
And with the same concern we have for those who commit other sins, we need to try to 
persuade those involved to leave their sin and come to God for forgiveness. 

 

News and Notes: 
Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical illnesses. 

 “...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16 


