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Widows 
by Demsey Collins 

 

I Timothy 5:3-16 

3 Honor widows who are widows indeed: 

4 but if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own 
family and to make some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the sight of God. 

5 Now she who is a widow indeed and who has been left alone, has fixed her hope on God and continues in 
entreaties and prayers night and day. 

6 But she who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives. 

7 Prescribe these things as well, so that they may be above reproach. 

8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith 
and is worse than an unbeliever. 

9 A widow is to be put on the list only if she is not less than sixty years old, having been the wife of one man, 

10 having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to 
strangers, if she has washed the saints’ fee, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to 
every good work. 

11 But refuse to put younger widows on the list, for when they feel sensual desires in disregard of Christ, they 
want to get married, 

12 thus incurring condemnation, because they have set aside their previous pledge. 

13 At the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to house; and not merely idle, but 
also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not proper to mention. 

14 Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no 
occasion for reproach; 

15 for some have already turned aside to follow Satan. 

16 If any woman who is a believer has dependent widows, she must assist them and the church must not be 
burdened, so that it may assist those who are widows indeed. 

 

James 1:23-27 
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a 
mirror; 
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24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 

25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a 
forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 

26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this 
man’s religion is worthless. 

27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 

Terms to define: widow, honor, widows indeed. 

 

Questions: 
 

1. Is widowhood a prospect that most women face? 
 

2. Has there ever been an age in which God did not require those who were able to do so to care for 
needy widows? 
 

3. What does Job say of the widow and orphan?  (Job 31:16-18) 
 

4. What instruction was given to Israel concerning the orphan and widow?  (Ex. 22:22-24; Lev. 23:22; 
Duet. 24:19-22) 
 

5. What reason did God give for helping the needy in Duet. 24:22? 
 

6. What did Isaiah command Israel to do in order to be reconciled to God?  (Isa. 1:16, 17) 
 

7. What is one of the main reasons Israel went into captivity?  (Ezel. 22:7) 
 

8. Were the Jews in Jesus’ day guilty of the same thing?  (Matt. 12:7; 15:4-9) 
 

9. Who has the first responsibility to help widows and others in need?  (I Tim. 5:4, 8, 16) 
 

10. Who are widows indeed and who is responsible to help them?  (I Tim. 5: 3, 5, 16) 
 

11. Explain the meaning of “practice piety” and “recompense” in I Timothy 5:4. 
 

12. What are three basic needs of the widow and all elderly? 
 

13. What are some practical ways we can all fulfill these needs? 

 
 

NOTES & NEWS:   
Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical illnesses.   

 “...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”   James 5:16 


