
Evangelist and Editor: 
Volume 12, Issue 25         Dempsey Collins     July 3, 2011 

Listen to PROVE ALL THINGS on 730 AM WKRE, Sunday mornings from 8:15 to 8:30 

THE MESSENGER 
“... How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!” Romans 10:15 

 

A Weekly Publication of the Christians Meeting at 
2291 Highway Z, Wentzville, Missouri 
Website:  westlakechurchofchrist.org 

Dedicated to the Proclamation of the Truth in the Spirit of Love (Ephesians 4:15) 

 

God’s Unfolding Plan 
 

1. Gospel – First taught by word of mouth (Mark 16:15; John 6:45) 
 

2. The apostles went everywhere preaching, “The whole counsel of God”  
(Acts 20:20, 27) 

 

3. By 64 AD this gospel was preached throughout the world (Col. 1:23;  
Matt. 24:14) 

 

4. Before the end of the 1st Century, the spoken word became the written word 
(I Cor. 14:37; I John 1:3, 4) 

 

5. The Scriptures were complete before the end of the 1st Century  
(II Peter 1:3; Jude 3) 

 

6. This was in keeping with Jesus’ promise (John 16:12-15) 
 

7. 1st Century Christians accepted these writings as inspired (I Thess. 2:13) 
 

8. These letters were exchanged among the churches (Col. 4:16; Rev. 1:4;  
Gal. 1:2) 

 

9. Corruption of texts prevented by presence of the apostles (Gal. 1:8, 9;  
I Cor. 14:29 [prophets]) 
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Appearances Can Be Deceiving 

by Al Macias 
 

 In Psalms 73, there is a very interesting account of a man of God who was having trouble 

understanding the way in which God takes care of those who serve Him.  He had come to believe 

that God will always take care of His faithful servants.  It was the belief of many that prosperity was a 

sign of God’s blessings and suffering was a sign of God’s displeasure.  As this Israelite observed 

those around him, he noticed that things were apparently going very well for the wicked; and yet for 

him, who was striving to live an obedient life unto God, things were not going well at all. 

 

 What was it that this man had noticed about those around him?  That prosperity did not come 

only to those who were faithful unto God but that prosperity was also enjoyed by those who were 

wicked and contrary to God.  In fact, as far as he was concerned, this almost caused him to fall.  He 

could not understand why the wicked would prosper and the righteous would suffer.  He noticed that 

the wicked not only prospered during their earthly lives but even in their death all seemed well with 

the world.  Have you ever wondered why some of the most wicked people in this world are so wealthy 

and powerful?  Why they even prosper from great health?  Things sometimes go so well with the 

wicked that it even causes us to envy them for what they have.  It is true that in many cases the 

wicked do seem to be living a very happy and healthy life and even seem to have an easy death, 

while many a righteous man might suffer almost every day of his life and suffer greatly in dying.  

However, that still does not prove anything. 

 

 How can we explain all this when we know that God is all-powerful and all-righteous?  What 

we all need to understand is what the man in Psalm 73 eventually came to understand, and that is 

that sometimes there is little justice in this world; but even though this may be the case, such will not 

be true in the world to come.  In eternity, God will make all things right.  We must all remember that 

life is like a vapor, suddenly it is here and just as suddenly, it vanishes away.  But, we will serve God 

no matter what.  Not only will we serve Him when things go well, but we will also serve Him when 

things go badly.  Whatever lot God has given us in this life, we will accept. 

 

NOTES & NEWS: 
 

Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical illnesses. 
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 “...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”   James 5:16 


