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All the Lord Has Spoken We Will Do 
by Karl Hennecke 

 

Israel promised to do all that God commanded and then walked in 
the stubbornness of their own hearts. 

 
 

“All to Jesus I surrender, all to Him I freely give.  I will ever love and trust Him, in His presence 
daily live.” 

 

 How many times have we sung that song?  We sing the words with ease but we 
sometimes overlook the “doing.”   

 

 The children of Israel arrived at the foot of Sinai a few short months after their deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage.  “Moses went up to God and the Lord called to him from the mountain, 
saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: You yourselves have 
seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to 
Myself’” (Exodus 19:3-4).  The Lord instructed Moses to tell the people that if they obeyed his 
voice and kept his covenant that they would be his possession, a kingdom, and a holy nation 
(Exodus 19:5-6).  Moses did as the Lord commanded and delivered “all these words.”  The 
people responded “All that the Lord has spoken we will do” (Exodus 19:8). 

 

 They soon broke their vow and tested God for forty years in the wilderness.  Professing 
allegiance, they in fact followed their own desires.  At the end of the forty years Moses spoke to 
the people concerning the covenant made at Sinai and reminded them how they told him to, “Go 
near and hear all that the Lord our God says; then speak to us all that the Lord our God speaks 
to you, and we will hear and do it … The LORD heard the voice of your words when you spoke to 
me, and the LORD said to me, ‘I have heard the voice of the words of this people which they 
have spoken to you.  They have done well in all that they have spoken.  ‘Oh that they had such a 
heart in them, that they would fear Me and keep all My commandments always, that it may be 
well with them and with their sons forever! (Deut. 5:27-29). 
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 Eight centuries later the prophet Jeremiah spoke to a people whose hearts were hardened 
by sin.  The word from the Lord came to Jeremiah saying, “Speak to the men of Judah and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; and say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, “Cursed is the 
man who does not heed the words of this covenant which I commanded your forefathers in the 
day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt … ‘Hear the words of this covenant and do 
them … Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked, each one, in the stubbornness of 
his evil heart” (Jer. 11:1-8). 

 

 They promised, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do,” but each walked in the 
stubbornness of his evil heart.  It is not enough for us to hear the words of God.  It is not 
enough for us to say we will obey those words.  We must do all that the Lord has spoken. 

 

 When, because of their disobedience, God punished the nation, a remnant desired to flee 
to Egypt.  They asked Jeremiah to inquire of God, “the way in which we should walk and the 
thing that we should do” (Jer. 42:3).  They promised Jeremiah, “Whether it is pleasant or 
unpleasant, we will listen to the voice of the Lord our God” (Jer. 42:6).  At the end of ten days, 
the Lord spoke to Jeremiah and told him to tell the people that they should not go to Egypt.  God 
would deliver them if they remained but destroy them if they fled.  When the people heard, what 
to them was “unpleasant,” they accused Jeremiah of lying (Jer. 43:2).  Because of their stubborn 
heart, they refused to obey the voice of the Lord.  In Egypt, they became involved in idolatry.  
When Jeremiah warned them of imminent punishment from the Lord, they responded, this time 
without pretense, saying: “As for the message that you have spoken to us in the name of the 
LORD, we are not going to listen to you! (Jer. 44:16). 

 

 Finally, they were speaking what was in their heart!  But, they never fooled the Lord.  He 
knew what was in their hearts. 

 

 Those who claim allegiance and then disobey are hypocrites just like those in the days of 
Isaiah (Isa. 29:13) and the Pharisees and scribes to whom the Lord said, “Rightly did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: This people honors me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from Me” (Mark 7:6).  Let this not be said of us. 

 

 Oh that we had such a heart, that we would fear God and keep all his commandments 
always. 

 

 

News & Notes: 
 

Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical 
illnesses. 

 

 “...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”   
James 5:16 


