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Date Setters 
by Luther W. Martin 

Conclusion 

 
Date Setting for Christ’s Return! 

 1666 was a year that attracted much speculative attention.  It was 1,000 years plus the ‘number 
of the Antichrist’ (666). 

 

 Isaac Newton, noted for his research concerning the Law of Gravity, predicted that Christ 
would come in 1715. 

 

 William Whiston, held to the same date: i.e., 1715.  Whiston succeeded Newton as Professor of 
Mathematics at Cambridge, translated the works of Flavious Josephus into English, and also 
translated the New Testament into English.  He was quite controversial, and was ultimately removed 
from his professorship. 

 

 Johann Albrecht Bengel (1687-1752), thought that 666 years was the length of years that the 
‘beast’ would rule.  Another passage said ‘forty-two months.’  He divided one into the other and came 
out with each month’s being equal to 15 6/7 years.  So, Bengel concluded that the Millennium would 
begin June 18, 1836. 

 

 John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, favored the 1836 date, also. 

 

 William Miller (1844), a Baptist, became an ancestor of Seventh Day Adventists; saying the 
present world would end about 1843.  He missed it!  But then predicted, October 22, 1844.  Missed 
again!  The last ‘general conference’ of this movement met in 1849, at Albany, NY.  In 1861 the Advent 
Christian Church was organized; and in 1863, the Seventh-Day Adventist church started; plus a few 
smaller 7th Day groups.  Mrs. Ellen G. White, a follower of Miller, took over the reins of the Seventh 
Day Adventist movement. 

 

 Joseph Wolff (1795-1862) journeyed across America, Europe, Africa, and Asia; proclaiming the 
soon appearance of Christ.  He had picked 1847. 
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 Johaan Philipp Petri (1774) used the same method of calculation that was later used by 
William Miller, and Petri chose 1847. 
 

 The Irvingites of England selected the year 1864. 
 

 Hans Wood, who passed away in 1803, had selected the year 1880. 
 

 Charles Hindley picked the year 1881. 
 

 Joanna Southcott, a woman given to ‘visions,’ said Christ would come October 19, 1884. 
 

 Charles Taze Russell (1914), writing about 1888, asserted, that by the year 1914 “all present 
governments will be overthrown and dissolved” (Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. 2, page 99). 
 

 Russell also declared; that Jesus “will then be present as earth’s new Ruler”; and that “neither 
Israel nor the world of mankind … will any longer be trodden down, oppressed and misruled by 
beastly Gentile powers.  The Kingdom of God and his Christ will then be established in the earth” 
(Ibid., 98).  It appears that Russell was not aware that the Apostle Paul had written in the 1st Century 
A.D., “ … and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13). 
 

 When Russell’s prophecy failed, he boldly stated that Christ did too, come … but “only the 
faithful saw him!”  Here again, Russell was unaware of the Apostle John’s statement concerning the 
future: “ … He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him” 
(Rev. 1:7).  So, every time Russell utters a false statement, the Bible hems him into a corner! 
 

 When the First World War’s Armistice came at the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month 
(Nov. 11, 1918), a goodly number of folk concluded that the “midnight” hour of Matthew 25:6 was not 
far behind. 
 

 Edward D. Griffin, proclaimed in 1813, “the complete establishment of the millennial 
kingdom” in about 1921 or 22. 
 

 Joseph Franklin Rutherford (1925) (the successor to Russell), wrote a book in 1920, entitled 
Millions Now Living Will Never Die, in which he wrongly foretold that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
would be resurrected in 1925, and would become the visible and legal representatives of a new order 
on earth.  In fact, this sect built a fancy mansion in San Diego, CA which was to be the home of these 
Old Testament worthies.  It was named Beth-Sarim, and was built like a fort!  Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, still aren’t there! 
 

Conclusion 

 The foregoing are by no means the only date-setters that have contributed to religious 
confusion throughout the earth; even though the Holy Scriptures inform us that “only the Father 
knows,” we seem never to learn our lesson. 
 

 

 

News & Notes: 

Remember to check the prayer list for those with ongoing spiritual weaknesses and physical illnesses. 
 

 “...Pray for one another...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”   James 5:16 


